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Abstract

As the third role in a university following research and education, the “philanthropy” attracts
attention. In recent years, many of universities in Japan establish “the regional research institutions”
within the campus, and it is strengthening relation with the community. This paper is arranged based
on a questionnaire and hearing survey about these institutions’ contents of activity, the cooperation with
a community, and the support system of a community. And we examine subject and future course of
the regional research institutions mainly of a human sciences and a social sciences from a viewpoint of
the philanthropy of universities. The following points are pointed out as main subjects. (1) Although
“research on the subject of a community” and “industry-university cooperation” are these institutions'
main function, it is tended to unite both functions in the framework of philanthropy. A challenge in the
new field by the fusion of liberal arts and natural sciences, and industry-university cooperation is impor-
tant subject of these institutions. (2) In the time when “research power of a community” is made impor-
tant, while the university heightens its research power, construction of new regional systems is required,
and it should include the structure in which a community supports a university.

Key words: philanthropy of universities, industrial administrative and academic sectors cooperation,
regional research institution
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